
February 21, 2017 

Dear Senators and Representatives, 

 
The sun is expected to die in about five billion years. When that light dies, we will all 

vanish. If we kill the light of the children, we will all vanish much faster. 
 

Coming from a family with little money, I had little hope that my future would be as 
bright as many other kids in the upper class. Private schools were not an option and my public 
school did not fill everything i needed in a school. Finding magnet schools has truly changed my 
life. The fact that kids all over the state, just like me, can go to school with each other, allows 
different mindsets, cultures and talents to all work together. Taking away this opportunity will 
impact kids, parents, teachers and everyone, everywhere. 

Being an artist in a group of people who play sports makes it hard to make friends. My 
town school was all about who was the best athlete. I was all about my music. Consequently, i 
had very few friends. Finding the Arts Academy allowed me to find others who had very similar 
likes to mine. I have learned to put myself out there artistically, because i have the support of 
everyone around me. The magical thing about Magnet schools is the bond created within them. 
The students come from all around the state to join together over one common interest. 
Students learn to bond with others from all different cultures, over a common interest that 
they are all passionate about. The bond between teachers and students is outstanding as well. 
Teachers at these schools all love the majors within the school. I have grown to trust my 
teachers as much as I trust my friends. They also are always looking to challenge students. I'm 
never bored in a class because my teachers know how to keep me occupied.  

Magnet schools have truly given my sister a second chance at life. My sister had a very 
hard freshman and sophomore year at our town's public school. She was sexually harassed and 
assaulted every day. Her grades began to drop as did her self-esteem. She no longer wanted to 
live in this world. Magnet schools gave my sister a place to go, to continue her learning in a safe 
environment. She is now a happy brilliant young woman in the nursing program. If it wasn't for 
the opportunities magnet school give to all students, I may not have a sister today.  

Magnet schools should always exist for the student that can't afford to get a unique 
education. For the student that wants to learn in a diverse environment. For the student that 
wants to feel free to express themselves. For the student that wants a caring group of friends 
and teachers. For the student that needs a safe place to learn. Magnet schools should always 
exist to help the light of the children shine brighter than ever before.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Laney Goral 
8th Grade Student 
CREC Greater Hartford Academy of the Arts Middle School 
 


